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Surf Life Saving Lower North Coast Branch Inc.
Club Reports – 2020/21
Crowdy Head SLSC
After what has been an unprecedented and challenging past 18 months, I would like to dedicate
this report to the continued unstinting efforts and stoicism of all our members and supporters.
Like the world over, we have experienced adversities that have thrown out the normality of life
and this has inevitably reverberated throughout the Surf Life Saving industry. Our club, whilst
small, has stood proudly against the challenges that came with Covid 19 and the aftermath of
the floods experienced in March of this year.
Our patrolling numbers were down only slightly this year which is an enormous testament to
the dedication and team spirit that we have become to be so proud of at Crowdy SLSC.
Additionally, we haven’t allowed adversities to hinder us from charging forward with initiatives
such as hosting The Rattletraps and completing the P.O.D.
Nippers
Our presentation was on the 21st of March where we celebrated the achievements of our
youngest life savers. We have had a very successful season due to the organisation of Sienna
Elmer and Neolie Eady who work tirelessly to ensure a smooth program of teaching and
learning for our youngest members. I would also like to thank all the other helpers that make
nippers successful, from parent helpers, water safety personnel, station managers, uniform
and desk help and of course, all the nippers - Thankyou.
Patrols
We had patrols on our beach every weekend this past summer. Thanks to all the patrolling
members for giving up you weekends; we are considering doing whole weekend patrols next
season so we are a bit more spread out to give the patrollers a bit of a break from being at the
beach every 2 to 3 weeks. We are currently in talks about doing a few courses over the winter
to boost our patrolling numbers for our next season. Our presentation night for the senior club
has not been held as yet but we are in talks to about a date very soon.
What’s new?
Our P.O.D (Patrol Observation Deck) is complete and being used effectively Thank you to all
the members that have made this exciting new edition to our club, possible. We have a path
connecting all the facilities around the club together thanks to the support of the Harrington
Lions Club. Also, we have a new caretaker at the surf club in Leigh Crooker congratulations
keep up the great work.
And finally, thank you again to all those members that make my life easier through their
assistance around the club and beyond.
Adam Eady
President
Crowdy Head Surf Life Saving Club
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Taree Old Bar SLSC
On behalf of the 2020/2021 executive, our sincere thanks and congratulations to our TOB
members for their contribution to Surf Life Saving.
Throughout the season we have seen growth in almost all areas. We are immensely proud of
our club, its history and our plans for the future.
Here is a snapshot of 2020/2021
• In October we held an all-female “pink
patrol”. This event was attended by a
range of current female members,
including juniors, SRC’s , New Bronzers,
Current bronze holders , associates and
life members. To add to the occasion, the
patrol was held to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the assessment of
TOBSLSC’s first female bronze squad,
which was the second ever in NSW.
TOBSLSC is proud of its female
members, past present and potential.
• November saw the beginning of training for our newest Bronze & SRC squad. Assessment
in December & January saw 5 new SRC’s and 11 new bronze members join our ranks.
The squad was also the first (of hopefully many) for our new DOE Darren Moses.
This squad was particularly exciting for a number of reasons. Firsty many of our SRC’s
were long time TOBSLSC Nippers, who are making the step up into patrolling ranks.
Secondly, in our squad were a mother & son and mother & daughter, and the vast amount
of the squad were family members of current patrollers and executive team.
This squad exemplified that TOBSLSC is a family club where we encourage everyone to
be involved.

26
• Our junior activities program, overseen by Kristy Franc our DOM’s , continues to go from
strength to strength. Our program, which was governed strongly, saw a major increase in
registrations, members completing age manager qualification and attendance at
competitions. Our sincere thanks to all involved, from our BBQ cooks & orderers, to our
bronze leaders and age managers and of course our water safety for another fantastic
nippers season
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• With our new Director of Surf Sports, Kasey Brown, at the helm, we have begun to
develop and encourage competition. We had our largest branch team in many seasons,
and sent competitors to each Fast 5 Event.
Our Participation Carnival, held in March, was our way to encourage competition and
renewed interclub activities. While “Huey” came to play, our contingencies allowed us to
run a few other events, such as a 1km run and senior wades.

• Dean Donovan, our DOL, continued to build on the strength of his patrolling teams. This
year our 5 patrol teams contributed over 3000 voluntary hours, not including a number of
call outs and assistance provided at major weather events. Our patrol teams contributed
majorly to the success of our nippers program.
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• We were successful in establishing additional assistance from community members to
conduct two major community fundraising events which included live music & giveaways.
This major team effort, spear headed by Donna White, showcased to our community our
club and provided new avenues for people to support us.
• Finally, 2020/2021 has seen us begin the most extensive renovation and restoration in
over a decade. Our thanks to our Director of Finance Michael Cameron for all his hard
work in overseeing the building committee, who are assisting with this capital works
project.
• Congratulations to all the following members:
SRC:
Riley Donovan

NIPPERS AGE MANAGER AWARDS:

Pip Butler

Damien Everitt

Esson

Sara Everitt
Martin Goodchild

Ruby Hillyard
Aiden Killelea
Island Rosamond
SILVER

Leanne

MEDALLION:

Under 10’s- Zane Brown & Charlotte

Hemmingway

Damien Chester

McDonald

Bec Hughes

Nathan

Under 11’s - Dylan Fuller & Oliver

Sophie Kelleher

Somerville

Sampson

Bronze Medallions:
Mel Bourke

Adam Franc

Liz Lynch

Under 6- Georgia Blackman & Sophie
Under 7-Raki Rose & Nate Schiffman
Under 8 &9- Jack Fuller & Charlotte
McDonald

Under 12’s - Jordyn Bird & Leeam
MAJOR CLUB AWARDS

Graham
Merinda Rammage
Grant Armstrong Memorial Club Worker/Volunteer of the Year
Kahlina Steel
Sara Everitt, Kristy Franc, Sophia Miller, Bianca Peter, Ruben Rose,
Rebecca Sampson & Donna White
Jeff Vandenburgh Memorial – Junior Member of the Year
Lucy Kelleher
Male & Female Member of the Year
Aiden Killelea & Ruby Hillyard
Patroller of the Year
Howard Sampson
Doug Ferguson Memorial Male Club Member of the Year
Darren Moses
Female Club Member of the Year
Kasey Brown
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Taree Old Bar SLSC 2020/2021 Executive:
President:…………………. Jane Lynch

Vice President:……………..… Jay Steele

Dir of Finance:……………... Michael Cameron

Dir of Lifesaving:………... Dean Donovan

Dir of Member Services:…. Kristy Franc

Dir of Administration:……. Kurt Schirmer

Dir of Education:…………… Darren Moses

Dir of Surf Sports:……...…. Kasey Brown

Jane Lynch
President
Taree Old Bar Surf Life Saving Club

30
Black Head SLSC
The club has patrolled the last season without incident within the area and times allocated. The
addition of a new Bronze and a new SRC squad will fill out our ranks for the 2021/2022 season.
We are very fortunate to have 2 excellent Educators move to our area with Ross Blowers &
Suz Gerrish. They have taken some of the load off Janne Moran who has done a great job.
The Black Head board and ski team has gained the benefit from Mart’s year-round training,
with representation at State and Aussie level. The Board is trying hard to support the squad
with appropriate watercraft as needed.
The club has taken possession of another 4 AEDs to add to the 8 from last year to put them
in close proximity to people in the Hallidays Point area. The Board is organising education
sessions to make Bystander CPR a reality.
Preparations for the rebuilding of the public toilets at the east of the Clubhouse are underway
with plans to start the project at the end of June. Discussions with Council has led to the
reconstruction of the seawall in front of the Club. The Club is very grateful to Dan Aldridge
at Council for his effort to make this a reality.
Blackhead Surf Club’s Saturday Surf Awareness Program continued into its 12 th year with
Helen and Dick Quinn acting as Directors. Another 20 disabled adults from all over the region
completed a limited course.
We are appreciative of the Envirobank Container Deposit Scheme as an opportunity for a
passive income stream for the Club. As planned Surf Life Saving NSW has withdrawn from
the project, meaning 100% of the recyclable funds are retained by the club. We remain
grateful to the community for dropping off their recyclables to help finance the club.
On a sad note, a visiting surfer has lost his life at Tuncurry Beach despite the quick action
of first responders.
Bruce White
President
Black Head Surf Life Saving Club
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Forster SLSC
MISSION
‘To keep Forster Beach safe for the public to enjoy with a
commitment to protecting and saving life’.
It is crucial that we keep our mission at the top of our agenda and to that end I thank those
members who contributed to attaining 3264 Patrol Hours.

We gained new patrolling members mainly from Nipper parents during the season and they
were very enthusiastic. We need to retain our existing patrolling members to ensure that we
do not overburden our members by having to do too much with too few.
Find a friend and get them involved.
We also acknowledge the amount of time our members contributed to the UAV program,
Support Operations, Call out teams that were required out of hours and duty officers that
continue to give their time.
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Members were heavily involved in the floods which impacted our area. It was a tremendous
effort by all on and off the water.

Our Chief Instructor (Jim Wills) and his small team of trainers again provided skills to our
members to provide effective patrols on Main Beach. I would like to see more of our team
become trainers and eventually assessors as you gain a great deal of satisfaction passing on
knowledge.

Our Nippers program was most rewarding for those involved and delivered positive outcomes
to children in surf skills and confidence. Grant Fleming has stepped down as Chairperson at
the seasons end with Nova Grosvener and Troy Brooks taking over for next season – please
support them.
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Thankyou to all the Age Managers and water safety that help make Nippers happen each
week. This year it was pleasing to see greater parent involvement especially in regards gaining
of SRC and Bonze Awards and the FINS program is engaging more parents and family in
social activities.

Covid
Had an impact on the season’s income with downturn in sponsors and no Professionals
Weekend of Surf. We were able in conjunction with Cape Hawke SLSC hold the Dorsal Club2
Club Ocean Swim in what was very challenging circumstances.
Building
We have lodged our Development Application for the new Forster Surf Club with Midcoast
Council and await their response
We understand it has been a long journey that still continues as we strive to develop a club
that as lifesavers we would be proud of and also meets the community’s needs for generations
to come.
My thanks, to the general committee and especially the executive of Forster SLSC, Gav
Williams, and especially Karen Kelly and Beth Lee who took on multiple executive positions.
They all do an amazing job and your efforts and support over the season is greatly appreciated.
Lastly I thank all club members ( especially my wife Cathy), sponsors including major sponsor
Club Forster and supporters in the wider community for assisting us to keep Forster Surf Club
on the beach and meeting the community’s needs.
John Quinn
President
Forster SLSC

